
The Man Left in Space by Cosmograf 

 

When I first saw this title, I thought we were going to revisit David Bowie of old. How wrong I was. 

What grabbed my interest at first was the incredibly ‘film like’ opening to 

this album and then before listening to the rest, I tried to find out what 

this interesting concept album was really about. It’s not as simple as 

‘space’. 

First, I’ll describe the opening track of the album; 

‘How Did I get Here?’ 

An interesting title and something I have often thought about myself as a 

musical artist!! A low boom followed by a spoken voice with a pedal note 

underneath. Then some spooky drones (Notes a fifth apart. They move 

around) while he repeats the question and then expands with ‘Who decreed this planet?’ The sound 

growls quietly and some computer sounds. Then 

an idea of what the album is ‘really’ about .... ‘If I 

dare to be a winner, will I be a better man?’  

Then a computer voice speaks – it seems to be 

keeping a log. He says, ‘This was my prize – my 

grand achievement.’ The first statement (Not a 

question) and is important. It is basically telling us 

what this album is about.  

I wonder if you have it yet? He justifies his life with, ‘I did it to help millions, but who remembers me 

now? Ambition brought me here, but was it mine? 

The computer interjects, ‘Transmission ends 2053 0401.’ It stores the recording away and there’s 

another boom. 

Earth calls, asking for a ‘con check please?’ It asks again since there is no answer. And again. Then 

track 2 starts. 

This opening is very film score like and sounds cold, empty and as though there is someone lost out 

in space with nowhere to go. 

In fact, the album makes it plain at the end that it is all about whether 

achievement is basically replacing our happiness. Are high achievers actually very 

unhappy people who replace their unhappiness with achievement!! 

So the idea of the man left in space is the fact that he goes out into space 

because he is a high achiever and has earned it. However – he is lost!’ The album 

ends with a sad list of people who were high achievers, simply spoken over the 

music. 



So you see, the interest in this album is not simply the music itself, but the idea behind it.  

This is what I really like about Progressive Rock in many cases. It uses orchestral composers’ 

compositional  ideas in order to form a collection of songs/music, all based around a theme of some 

kind. That’s what really grabbed my interest. 

In this kind of album, lyrics are important as well as the emotion conveyed by the band in delivering 

those lyrics themselves. This album has been carefully produced and it builds towards that list at the 

end. (George Best is one of them) 

Track 2 - Aspire, Achive 

The singer is blaming others for the fact he went to space to change the human race. 

Accompaniment is really simple guitar, bass and kit (using 

brushes) and backing vocals. He sings about winning in verse 

2 with the organ joining the mix. Ambition. The winner. 

Nothing heavy in this. The song wanders a little in terms of 

harmony/chords. 

 ‘Hidden truths revealed’, followed by a heavy metal riff. This 

hits hard. Then some grungy chords and back to the riff. I 

can’t resist turning this up. 

Then a lost sounding passage. He vocalises with no words. The music wanders. I really like this track. 

This section finds itself with more ‘traditional’ sounding harmonies; well sung too. 

Back to the heavy riff. 

The sound clears and now sounds as though it comes from a transistor radio. (A Pink Floyd trick) The 

real sound comes back with ‘How did I get here? Tell me what is my plan? I’m affected.’ Very sad 

lyrics. 

New section based on the question, ‘How did I get here? Tell me’ etc. Much more direct sounding 

music and in a more easily recognised sequence of chords. It goes around in a circle. 

Guitar solo soars over the top with a Hammond organ swirling in the background. A second solo 

takes over on the right hand channel. 

Back to a film soundtrack section with voices in the background coming out over the radio. 

Some personal ideas about the composition here: 

 The idea of the acoustic section and heavy metal section making a massive contrast, is 
showing the ‘lost feeling’ as well as the ‘anger’. 

 The idea of chords going around in circles is a pointer that the person is totally lost. (Not in 
space but inside himself) If you think of the brain as ‘space’ that’s where he’s lost – inside 
himself. 

 The use of the ‘devil’s interval. Known in the music trade as an augmented 4th. West Side 
Story uses this at the very start. If you can find these notes – play C and then F#. You have 
played the ‘devil’s interval’. This is associated with evil. 

Robin Armstrong 



 

I find the sound of this track extremely sad and moving. It’s a song that’s almost about 

depression. 

 

Track 3 – The Good Earth Behind Me 

Again, it’s film-like. Spoken voice. Wind sounds. 

Poetry. Accompanied by pad chords on the 

synth and an extended  wailing guitar solo. 

Really sad opening. 

Read ‘earth’ as .... how this person was, or used 

to be. 

Drum kit in and the piece comes to life with a chord sequence that goes around again in a circle 

but builds with guitars and synth having a musical dialogue. This section reminds me of earlier 

Genesis music. 

Almost as though this person is having an internal conversation with himself. (in music) 

And so this album goes on with; 
 
The Vacuum that I Fly Through 
This Naked Endeavour 
We disconnect 
Beautiful Treadmill 
The Man Left in Space 
 
When the Air Runs Out 
The computer announces, ‘Sam, we need resolution.’ It’s also retrospective – telling Sam what he 
did and asking was it for the best. The chords go around in a circle again. 
 
Then comes this extremely sad list of people under the sung voice of high achievers who were 
people in great angst. (This track has 7 beats in a bar too) Wailing guitars and the circling chords. 
 
A gong stops the sound and then this cruel waltz coming through a radio speaker while he sings 
about not being able to return. ‘I’m done, but why should I come back at all?’ It’s almost as if he has 
totally lost his mind. 
 
‘Who would respond to this call?’ 
 
Piano link and more names. They are dreadfully sad names. (Heath Ledger, Jimi Hendrix etc) 
 
The computer asks Sam ... ‘Please respond, Sam.’  
 
The last two minutes after the final bang and low ‘C’ on the piano has a spoken commentary 
concerning what the concept of this album is, through a transistor radio speaker after the time pips 
on the radio. It talks about Dr Samuel Harrison. 



 
All of these titles concern a man who is lost in life through ‘achievement’. The album is asking 
whether high achievers are basically unhappy people. Do they achieve and are they driven by 
unhappiness? 
 
I’m interested in this since I kind of feel that there is an element of truth in it. Perhaps only musicians 
may understand this or have felt it? My best music has been composed in times of trouble. So is the 
music replacing my problems? 
 
That’s what really grabbed my attention with this album, plus the fact that this music is so well 
played. 
 
Incredibly gripping and worth a listen but with the concept in mind. 
 

http://www.cosmograf.com/ 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kO_klTAF7I0 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iu_vM_jGO3E 
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