
Sennheiser IE8 IEM 

IEM’s are not an ideal headphone to use, but they do have their place in any self-respecting mobile 

armoury. 

Different schools of thought are around regarding these sometimes ‘torture’ devices but in 

considering what to use, it is important to consider its primary use. 

Many portable players don’t give a great deal of output power and this limits what can be used on 

the move without an amp. I’ve even sometimes felt that a 32 ohm headphone is sometimes quite a 

load for an ipod when listening to orchestral music, where you tend to need more volume available 

when listening to very quiet passages; especially when surrounded by noise. 

So one big advantage is that many IEM’s are 16 ohms and extremely sensitive. The downside of 

course is that if you have a noisy DAP, then you will hear plenty of hiss from these ultra sensitive 16 

ohm headphones. 

Then there’s the quality of sound. Since they’re for mobile use, many people are happy to take a 

quality cut in sound in a trade off with portability. It doesn’t have to be so though. 

For me, the IE8 gives a good robust sound with a good degree of isolation for mobile use. It is 

extremely sensitive but more importantly, the sound is quite different from 

many IEM’s I’ve tried.  

For that reason, I kept them and did a little bit of adaptation as well in order 

to get a better fit.  

With stock buds, they can be very difficult to get a good seal. They do seal but 

it doesn’t hold up for me once I start moving so I changed the buds to the 

Triple Fi ones on one IE8 that I have 

and on another, I went to Boots and 

had an ear mould taken in order to 

fit custom ‘in ear’ buds that fit 

perfectly for use on stage with a 

receiver sending me a feed from a 

soundboard when performing. 

The IE8 works well in  both situations. 

The bass is tuneable via little screws on the earpieces but 

for me, the lowest point is plenty. The lead can be changed very easily as well so if you don’t like the 

floppy grey lead that comes with it, it is easily changed for 

something else. I have a silver lead – not for any difference in 

sound, but it’s just stiffer and hooks and holds on better around 

your ears. 

It has a robust bass. Slightly overblown actually but more 

importantly for me, it doesn’t have that shrill top end that so 



many IEM’s have. It allows me to play music at quite healthy volumes without splitting my eardrums 

and it plays with a warm, bassy sound that is really pleasant for most music. 

It comes at a price, I know, but for me, this particular IEM is the best of a pretty average bunch of 

headphones. Many of them are plain nasty sounding. They offer a 

great deal more than most so for me, they were definitely worth 

laying out the money for. I use them almost every day in mobile 

situations; even if it’s just to listen to the news on a portable DAB 

radio. 

They are not a cheap iem, but if you value good sound, they work 

well and sound like a much bigger headphone. 

Lastly, I would suggest changing the bud part to Triple Fi’s which are 

easier to seal. That seal is THE most important thing in order to 

obtain good bass. 

There are some cheaper alternatives that work quite well however 

and I will look into them as an alternative to these expensive IEM’s, 

but these really do set a high standard for earbuds. 

 

 


