
Sennheiser PX 200 II & AKG K450 

Both headphones are aimed at the portable market 

and similar to the PX100 II except that they are both 

closed headphones rather than open. 

As good as the PX100 is, it is a portable headphone 

and as such, isn’t really a good idea for wandering 

around outside, since you need to turn them up in 

order to take out external noise. This is not good for 

your ears. So for me, the PX100 is a kind of ‘semi’ 

portable headphone that I use around the house 

because it has a lovely rich sound. 

To me, it makes a little 

more sense if a portable 

headphone knocks 

external noises mostly out 

of the way so they really are then, a portable headphone. The more I’ve 

used headphones over the years, I’ve begun to use headphones for each 

situation and tried to review them in this light. I also prefer to compare 

like with like so in this case, the PX200 and the K450 are really head on 

contenders. 

Here’s the weird thing; if you know your headphone brands and their 

‘house’ sound, both of these go the other way!!! What I mean is that 

Sennheiser tend to produce warm headphones with a solid bass and the 

PX200 is comparatively thinner than what you would expect. AKG’s are 

more known for their treble detail and yet, the K450 is a warm, bassy 

listen. Very strange!! 

Both are quite similar looking at are about the same quality of build. The AKG is a bit bigger in the 

cups ;-) and is plusher on the ears than the Sennheisers. 

The PX200 II has had a cost cutter done on it in that once again, like the PX100, it comes in a soft 

bag. It used to be in a hard case. For real portable use this can be a bind when packing them away 

with luggage.  

The lead goes into the left cup only and another curiosity is the heavy volume control found virtually 

half way down. It’s pretty chunky, so it tends to swing about when you move around. Why do that 

on a portable headphone? Talking of the volume control, mine changes the stereo image slightly on 

the way down as well. Central images go slightly left at the bottom of the travel. In my opinion, 

Sennheiser should have left this out. I really don’t like volume controls on leads to headphones. It’s 

something else to go wrong and frankly, they get in the way. The lead is pretty thin and you can’t 

remove or change it. 

Sennheiser PX200 

II 
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Fitting the PX200 can be fiddly. It has to seal and the cups are quite small so you have to fiddle about 

at first to find the optimum position on your ears. Once you 

know where it is, it becomes a lot easier. If it doesn’t seal, it 

sounds awful, with no real bass. 

Once fitted, it’s actually quite a balanced sounding headphone. 

Clean bass and extended sounding up top although it only goes 

to 12 KHz and then suddenly drops away. I had quite a problem 

with the PX200 sound for some time in that although the treble 

only goes up to 12KHz (flattish), it gets a little close to ‘steely’ 

or ‘edgy’ in timbre at higher volume especially. For me, it’s 

better at lower volumes. It’s a good sound basically and very detailed but I would preferably like the 

edge honed down a tad. 

The K450 is a bit plusher and bigger so is easier to get a seal. It 

reminds me of an old AKG portable that I had a few years ago 

now which had the same kind of metal headband of the 

Portapro and was sealed. The sound of these reminds me of 

Sennheisers!! It’s got lots of bass and the treble sounds rolled 

away. There seems to be a real focus on mids and it is a little 

‘darker’ sounding than the PX200. To me, it’s more ‘speaker 

like’.   

I’m not going to go on about which is the most ‘accurate’. 

Neither are. They are built to do a job. Play music on the move 

from little DAP type things so we’re talking low power, surrounded by noise and moving around. 

That’s how I regard these two really. They are a ‘convenience’ headphone rather than what I would 

call a ‘serious’ transducer. Don’t kid yourself that they produce a hi fi sound. They don’t. (Then again, 

not too many do so in reality, do they?) Anyway, who wants to wear a super expensive piece of kit 

on their head outside when it’s raining? 

Soundwise, I would ask you what are your preferences? If you like a crisp top end, then it’s the 

Senns. If you like a more bass focused sound with a darker presentation, the AKG’s have it. I don’t 

mind either, but my own personal preference in sound is less edge at the top since you can turn up a 

bit more and get a fullness without splitting your eardrums. If you like music at really low levels, the 

Senns may be better. 

However, thinking about portability...... 

The Senn has a silly volume control swinging on the lead. 
You can’t change the lead to shorter lengths. (or longer for tv, say). 
It’s a fiddly fit for some. 
It’s less sensitive than the AKG. On an Ipod, I need 3 clicks more to get the same perceived volume. 
The bag it comes in isn’t real protection. 
 
The AKG has changeable leads. It comes with two and an adapter. I use it without the leads and 
connect a really long one to it for TV. 



It’s easier to get a seal. 
It’s EXTREMELY sensitive. An Ipod sounds like it has an inbuilt amp! However, because of its 
sensitivity, it will pick up noise from tv’s quite easily. (Hum and hiss) 
It comes with a hard case. 
 
Neither are what I’d term ‘hi fi’. They are built with a job in mind and in my opinion, the AKG does 
the job better although my own preference would be to have just a tad more extension in the treble. 
It just shows you, you can’t believe the figures that manufacturers put out – the AKG’s are supposed 
to go from 11 to 29,500KHz. If they actually reach 29,500, I reckon there’s quite a bit of attenuation 
up there!! In fact, it reaches to about 16KHz before it drops away. 
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