
The Sennheiser PX100 II & Portapro 

First of all, these headphones are designed for a purpose. They are portable, easily driven and 

produce astonishing sounds for the price which can be pretty embarrassing when you compare them 

to more expensive, full sized headphones. The Portapro in particular is really an audio bargain 

although the price gap between them has now been narrowed. Senns have come down and 

Portapros have gone up!! 

However, there’s not really any point in considering their sound in comparison to full sized 

headphones since I don’t think I’d be quite so happy to sit at home with these connected to an 

amplifier. So don’t think of these as home headphones. 

They are both a ‘convenience’ headphone and should be regarded as such and this has to be taken 

into consideration when looking at them. 

What we need in a portable headphone is small size, robustness, short lead (who wants a trailing 

lead?) high sensitivity and lastly if possible, good sound. 

The PX100 II is slightly more 

expensive than the Portapro and on 

the face of it doesn’t have such an 

attractive sound to some people. 

First of all, the build. It’s not bad. 

The lead is thin (as it is on the 

portapro) so you need to try to 

avoid having accidents by pulling 

too hard on it if it say, gets caught in 

your coat or something. 

The lead on the PX100 II goes up on one side into the left 

hand cup so it is tidy to be fair and it’s not so thick that it 

fights back when you want it out of the way, When you 

want the headphone out of the way, it folds up into a neat 

little package, but one change that I didn’t like with the new 

version is that Sennheiser stopped using the hard plastic 

fold up cases of old and instead, you get a flimsy bag. I 

mention this because it is 

a PORTABLE headphone 

and as such, it will need to 

be able to be packed say, in a suitcase or stuffed in your coat 

pocket when not being used. A bag will not stop it getting crushed, 

so I wasn’t so keen on a bag to contain it. 

32 ohms impedance and fairly sensitive. I find the Ipod needs to be pretty high for a healthy volume 

but it is actually ok, although I do prefer to have an amp behind it myself. The PX100 II actually 

responds quite well to an amp and to me, everything seems a little more robust and rock solid with a 

good amp. 



So for me, I would have it in a double sided bag. The Ipod or whatever you want to use in one side 

and an amp in the other side. That way, you get really good sound on the move. Of course, when 

you’re just wandering around the house then it will work fine connected direct into the Ipod. 

It’s comfortable to wear and sits quite lightly on your ears. No 

sound is blocked out; they are open headphones. That has always 

been another slight anomaly to me. A portable headphone that is 

open? Go outside with traffic and you will need to turn it up (and 

the Portapro) in order to drown the traffic out. That’s not really a 

great idea for your ears!! 

So they both are not headphones that I would take out to noisy places. They also leak sound, so 

others might find your ‘tizzes’ annoying. 

For me, these types of headphones are for quiet places but you wish to move around; like in the 

home. (or in my case, hotel) 

The PX100 II has a surprisingly full bodied sound. They are quite amazing sounding for their price and 

actually do respond well to an amp. Some find the treble a little too rolled off. I find them absolutely 

fine if I’m honest. I tend to listen to them at higher volumes so the treble is a little more present. I’m 

not keen on an edgy top at all. They don’t go massively deep but there is plenty of mid bass so you 

get good bass slam and the presentation is quite mid focused too. I really like them for that since 

they have a good presence with a smooth top end. 

The Portapro has wires going into both cups and it folds up into an alarmingly tight 

little circle when you’re not using it. However, once again, the headphones are 

supplied with a cloth bag which is not really good enough packed 

in a suitcase or backpack. Of the two though, my feeling is that the 

Portapros are a little more protected since the band wraps up with 

the cups inside so there is a little bit of protection there whereas 

the Senns have the drivers facing outwards and so could get ‘stabbed’. 

The headband on the Portapros can be an issue for people with hair. Pulling the 

cups down onto your ears stretches the metal headband both ways (it’s split) and 

it can trap your hair in there!! You need to be a little careful with it. 

The cups’ ear pressure can be adjusted, which is a nice touch since 

the Portapros have a little switch on the side that pushes a foam 

cushion into the side of your head and takes some of the pressure 

away from the ears. It works well. 

Portapro sound is quite a strong ‘u’ shape. It has a brighter treble 

than the Sennheiser as well as a fatter bass. It sounds more extended in the treble. In a shop demo, 

my guess is the Portapro would win. In the long term, my feeling is that the Senns are slightly better 

and a little more balanced. 

In my opinion, there’s not really too much point discussing the fineries of ‘headstage’ etc, since 

these headphones fit straight on top of your ears and possible in a mobile situation, it’s more 



important to get a good tonal balance that it is to get ‘head stage’. The priorities for a mobile 

headphone are very different. 

Both excellent headphones. Both worth the money. I have both and move between them, 

depending on how I feel and what I’m listening to. However, the Portapro is a real bargain. It wins 

slightly on value for money, although for me, the sound is more even on the Senns. However, some 

would disagree and they prefer the Portapro. No big deal since both are excellent portable 

headphones and they do the job extraordinarily well too. 

http://www.amazon.co.uk/Sennheiser-100-II-Foldable-Open-

Headphone/dp/B002VPDOH8/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1363900373&sr=8-1 

http://www.amazon.co.uk/Koss-155491-PortaPro-Headphones-semi-

open/dp/B00001P4ZH/ref=sr_1_1?s=electronics&ie=UTF8&qid=1363900418&sr=1-1 
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