
 

‘Invicta’ – The Enid 

The Enid are a slightly strange Progressive rock group that has been dominated for a very long time by 

Robert John Godfrey, who started the band up in 

the 70's. 

Robert is a classically trained pianist. He is 

extremely talented and seems to be particularly 

talented at producing this ‘British’ sound that 

incorporates brass band samples with strings in 

an almost ‘Elgar’ way. Sometimes, so pompous 

that it could be a real turn off. In their first 

album (Which I think is fabulous), he includes a 

piece that is so like Rachmaninov but played 

electronically, it’s quite amazing. Their first ever 

album is called, ‘In the Region of the Summer 

Stars’. It’s a really nice album although the 

recording quality veers on the edge of nasty at 

times. It’s from 1976. Quite early album but full 

of lovely moments. 

 

Their albums are variable in quality imo, but one 

thing I have felt is Robert's domination for years 

on the sound of all of their albums. 

 

He has stuck with the same samples/sounds through the years which gave them their unique type of 

sound which some love and others hate. Dave (The Amazing Wilf) has coined it - like Marmite, you 

either love it or hate it. My opinion is that 'marmite' is Robert John Godfrey and always has been for 

over 30 years. 

 

I have often found his over-romanticised approach a little annoying at times and Robert's vocal attempts 

have left me feeling underwhelmed to say the least. 

 

Their latest album is a move away imo from Robert's dominance. About time too, since I feel that their 

popularity or lack of has been due to his approach. 

 

This album retains some elements of his 'brass band' sounds and the drastic romanticism that he got so 

hung up with. (Of course, if you know his stuff, that Elgar pomposity as well) 

 

However, it moves away from just Robert's view at last, and the album is imo, one of Enid's better ones. 

He has found a decent vocalist, Joe Payne, who has a hell of a range and the band just sounds a little 

different with a hint of Robert still there!! It's less romantic overall and has some nice riff playing and 

harmonies. The vocalist opens the album with very high falsetto, which he sustains for a long time, but 

when he actually starts to sing for real, he reveals a real talent and virtuosity that isn't obvious on this 

album until you try to emulate (as I would) what he's doing. 

 

One thing I like about Enid's sound is the guitar sound that originated in the 70's and seems to have 

remained. A hint of Robert's old sounds but this new approach to composition is more mature and the 

long tracks just don't quite seem as long as they used to feel. They are less indulgent and more driven 

with this great vocalist who varies from sounding like the old Focus singer to Freddie Mercury. He's spot 

on in tuning and the whole album is more vocal/riff led than of old. 

 

If you like an orchestral outlook mixed with progressive rock, this is actually a very good album. (at last) 

I have been waiting for a long time for Robert's work to mature from that over-indulgent romanticism of 

the 70's to something a bit more driven and exciting. This album moves the Enid on - thank goodness 



for that!!! 

 

Robert, if you're reading this - you've matured mate!!! One suggestion - look at your set up and do 

some updating. Get away from those old sounds you're still using and move on. This is a good start but 

I still hear the old Robert there with those orchestral samples that you're still using!! 

 

'Heaven's Gate' is the real giveaway. That's what I mean by the RJG domination. Robert, you were doing 

this 30 years ago. Those brass samples - 

especially the French horn. The double 

strings/electric guitar sound, the romantic 

sweeping melodies that include those 

angular sweeps. It's all so old hat now 

and is imo, the low of the album. Your 

new vocalist is a breath of fresh air but 

give the new line up space for goodness 

sake and stop the domination!!! 

 

One last thing - how about warming up 

the mix? Enid releases have always been 

'cool' sounding to me and once again, 

Robert's own studio influence. Warm the 

Farm up Robert so that they're not so 

aggressive sounding on CD!! 

Anyway, in spite of my bitching about 

Robert John Godfrey and his 70’s samples 

and romanticsm, this is a drop dead 

gorgeous album and well worth a listen. 

In my opinion, it’s the best they’ve 

produced although die hard Enid fans 

would have a go at me for saying that since they seem to like that 70’s sound. 

Good for you Robert, you’ve moved on and I hope you do really well with this one. You deserve to after 

36 years.  
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