
Which Version is the Best then? 

I know that people will ask about which version is the best one to buy, or which one do I prefer and 

trust or not trust my judgement!! 

It’s a difficult question to answer actually. I have all three and I can happily listen to any of them, but 

I must admit, for different reasons. 

The first one shown here features the wonderful Purple themselves in 

their original form and it contains their original powerful sound.  This one 

was made at the start of the piece’s life and gives an insight into the 

original moods/speeds/styles intended at that time. It’s live at the Albert 

Hall in the days before the mushrooms appeared on the ceiling to tone 

down the horrendous reverb. It’s full of massive amounts of reverb, 

audience noises and live mistakes. One poor unfortunate in the orchestra 

actually plays a note on his own by mistake at one point. I bet he never 

lived that down since it remained on record all these years!! Poor chap. 

For me, this one is interesting in that it shows the original thoughts behind the piece, but there are 

balance issues between the orchestra and rock band and I’m sorry, but Ian’s drum solo in the third 

movement is way too long and indulgent for my tastes. It’s a good one to have  but I use it as 

something to compare with.  I always felt that perhaps other bands might attempt this piece as 

happens in the orchestral world, but they haven’t really been forthcoming unfortunately. 

The second one was an attempt at a remake by Purple again, live. It’s more precise than the original 

version and gives more of an insight into the inner rhythms going on and the 

dialogues happening between sections is a little clearer, but it still suffers from 

audience noise. (You always get one on his own who wants to get himself 

recorded!!!) It’s a nice version and has the tension of live playing very much there. 

There is actually some excellent playing going on and for me, it makes a nice 

change from the original which, I know so well. Some of the solo breaks have been 

rethought out and are perhaps a little more effective and slightly more connected 

with the material before their solos. It’s lively and energetic but I do know that 

many Deep Purple fans prefer the original, gritty one. This version is a little more 

difficult to find. 

The third version is the one that musically does it for me. It’s a clean, studio version overseen and 

played on by Jon himself and I would imagine that Deep Purple fans might like this one the least. The 

reason is that in the rock world, we are all so tied in with the original artists performing their work 

and not having different interpretations. I love the different interpretations 

and they often give a completely new insight into a work. That’s exactly 

what this one does. It cleans up the whole thing (That’s what fans won’t 

like). The guitar has processed effects on occasions. Solos have been 

altered. It’s squeaky clean. The vocalist in the second movement is spot on 

in tuning. For me, it’s the one that makes this difficult concerto into a 

coherent piece of music, but in doing so, it has to lose some of its hard, 

gritty, rock beginnings. Let’s face it, a rock band flat out is no match even 



for an orchestra. This is more balanced and you become much more aware of inner details and 

cross-rhythms going on. In fact, the second movement is SO reminiscent of Vaughan-Williams that 

you can’t mistake Jon for anything other than a British composer. 

For me, it’s no. 3. But you may disagree!! You’re allowed to. ;-) 

 


