
Creative Aurvana Live 

I wonder whether the sellers of headphones read reviews and the base their prices on what they 

read? I’ve had the Creative Aurvana for a little while 

now and when I bought it, it was around £40 but I 

notice now that the retail has shot up to more like £55. 

My feeling at the time was that it could be a better 

headphone for me than the Sennheiser PX200 II which 

I find OK, but that’s about it. I found it a bit of a 

struggle to get the PX200 to fit properly and more 

often than not, I ended up fiddling, so I went on the 

hunt for something easier. 

The Creative Aurvana was mentioned to me as being 

pretty good, so I did the rounds, reading reviews as 

one does and then to Golden Ears to look at the 

graphs. The reviews I read were very good and the 

Golden Ears info was OK. They seemed to fit the bill. 

Not too big. Sensitive. 

Golden Ears shows a slight dip in the mids and a slightly ‘saw toothed’ top end but pretty good in the 

extension up top and ok in the bass. Not fantastically deep with a 100 hz hump so at least it was 

going to give me the impression of plenty of bass. Not a nasty looking FR and not the smoothest but 

hey, it’s a portable headphone and at the time, it was a mere £40. 

It uses Denon drivers and I am very keen on the D2000 in spite of its bass heft. Then on GE, I saw the 

‘ringing’ between 2 and 5 KHz. That may make it lively!! Then again, 

the sliding bars at the bottom show it to be not too bad, so I gave it a 

go. 

It arrived and my first feelings were – thin cord which transmits sound 

quite effectively. That means I’d have to keep still while listening 

perhaps. This lovely looking cups but .... so shiny. How long would 

they stay looking nice? It was going to cost me a fortune in polish! The 

grips for the cups are plastic and knowing Denons reliability record for 

plastic hinges, I felt a bit iffy about that on the Creative. However, 

now I’ve had it for a while, I’ve stopped worrying and it’s stayed in 

one piece. 

I tried it for sound and felt that there were some quite strong cup colourations at first.  

Burn in for headphones is a puzzle to me. I’m not absolutely certain that it exists on all headphones 

although I did get an enormous surprise once from a Superlux headphone that for approximately 30 

minutes of its life, had no bass whatsoever. It was horrible. Leaving it playing for half an hour or so 

and trying again, magically produced bass. It was such a big difference that I thought I had a duff pair 

of headphones until Solderdude had told me that he had the same thing happen with his!! That was 

a relief. 



Well the colourations that I originally heard on the Creative Aurvana seem to have gone. I’m not 

certain that it’s just me adjusting, but it sounds like it has blown its nose and the sound has become 

freer with time. I’m still not absolutely convinced but at least I’m 

happier with it than I was at first. 

The sound itself is pretty much what GE shows in the sliders at the  

bottom of the page. It has a boosted bass. Some may feel that it’s a 

tad flabby or boomy, but very pleasant for rock stuff where you can 

positively feel that bass drum hitting. Treble is clean and extended 

sounding in spite of the raggedness up there. It’s not a tight fit so 

doesn’t seal fantastically well and at loud volumes can become a little 

‘shouty’. It is really nice at low to medium volume and the sound 

focus well and quite quickly as you raise the volume. 

It’s sensitive and so easy to use without an amp, although for some reason, I prefer to hook an amp 

in myself. It doesn’t need a lot to drive it and it’s very sensitive. I can wear it for long periods and the 

tops of my ears just fit inside so I get a good seal. 

All in all, I quite like the Creative Aurvana in spite of its weaknesses. It has a robust, entertaining 

sound that is perhaps larger than life, but very enjoyable and for me, preferable to the PX200 which 

isn’t a bad headphone at all either. Just for me, it’s a bit fiddly and ‘screechy’. I can use it, but take it 

or leave it. The Aurvana, I actually enjoy. I know it’s not flat and all that, but it’s very nice. 

At £40 this was a really good buy. I don’t regret getting it whatsoever, but now I’ve seen the new 

price, I’m thinking ..... would I buy it now? 

Closed portable headphones are a difficult area. The cups and their colourations can be a pain (and 

this one does ring in a specific area) but I do like it. I’m thinking what else is there around £55 that I 

would like? Truth is, there isn’t really a lot to choose from that’s decent and I would say that this 

headphone is actually pretty decent and I much prefer it to the K450 which is way less extended in 

the treble by comparison. 

Truth is, I like it and it does the job pretty well. 

Ian 

 


